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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, GT, BH, UK 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALA-BELIZE DISPUTE 

REES: (A) GUATEMALA 4191 (B) STATE 156404 

1 . IF YOU BELIEVE USEFUL YOU MAY DELIVER FOLLOWING ORAL 
MESSAGE TO OBIOLS IN RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST YESTERDAY. 

BEGIN MESSAGE: WE ARE CONTINUING AT HIGH LEVEL OUR 
EFFORTS WITH BRITISH THAT THEY EXERCISE UTMOST RESTRAINT 
AND AVOID ANY ACTION THAT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED PROVOCATIVE. 

AS PART OP THAT EFFORT, WE RELAYED YOUR STRONG CONCERN 
OVER FRIGATE TO BRITISH EVENING JULY 5 AND AGAIN MORNING 
JULY 6. BRITISH ASSURED US THAT ANY MILITARY MOVES WERE 
PURELY DEFENSIVE IN NATURE, BUT MADE NO REPEAT NO COMMIT- 
MENT RE PRIGATE OR REINFORCEMENT. 
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2. SECRETARY MET WITH PONMIN MOLINA 15:30 THIS APTERNOON 
AND WITH BRITISH MINISTER OP STATE ROWLANDS AT 17:00 TO 
DISCUSS MATTER FURTHER. SECRETARY TOLD MOLINA THAT ALTER 
HE SAW EMBASSY CABLE THIS MORNING EXPRESSING YOUR CONCERN, 
HE TALKED WITH DAVID OWEN, UK POREIGN MINISTER. SECRETARY 
RELAYED GUATEMALAN CONCERN, WHICH WE SHARED, ABOUT RISING 
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TENSIONS. SECRETARY ADDED TO MOLINA THAT HE UNDERSTANDS 
THERE MAY BE A FRIGATE IN AREA. FYI: IT WAS OBVIOUS 

THAT GUATEMALANS HAVE CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED THE FRIGATE, 
WHICH IS IN AREA. END FYI. 

3. SECRETARY EMPHASIZED TO MOLINA NEED FOR COMPROMISE 
ON BOTH SIDES AND HOPE THAT GUATEMALANS WILL CONTINUE TO 
EXERCISE RESTRAINT DESPITE BRITISH MOVES WHICH THEY 
ASSURE US ARE IN REACTION TO GENUINE SERIOUS CONCERN RE 
GUATEMALAN INTENTIONS RESULTING FROM BELLIGERANT DECLARA- 
TIONS BY GOG MILITARY OFFICIALS AND REPORTS THEY HAVE 
RECEIVED OF MILITARY MOVEMENTS. BRITISH REITERATED TO 
SECRETARY THAT THEY HAVE NO INTENTION OF MOVING AT THE 
PRESENT TIME TOWARD A UNILATERAL GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO BELIZE, NOR WOULD THEY ATTEMPT TO TAKE GUATEMALA BY 
SURPRISE IN THAT REGARD. THEY ALSO INDICATED THEIR 

DESIRE TO ACTIVELY PURSUE NEGOTIATIONS. END MESSAGE. 

4. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ON SECRETARY'S CONVERSATIONS WITH 
MOLINA AND ROWLANDS. VANCE 
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